
The State of the Fox
Valley Chapter is grow-
ing and doing very well.
With Dale Bottom retir-
ing the ROTC chairman-
ship at the end of the
year we desperately need
someone to fill this
important position. Dale
has been doing an out-
standing job with the

ROTC program for years, not just for our
chapter but the ILSSAR ROTC as well. 

The Fox Valley Chapter currently has 137
members with a number of membership appli-
cations pending. When I became president
over two years ago we had 94 members. Hats
off to our outstanding Registrar Ted Miller.

Our Fox Valley Chapter Color Guard
Commander Jon Fixmer has been promoted
to Northern Region Color Guard
Commander. Jon will be in charge of the color
guards in Fox Valley, Kishwaukee, ABC and
Fort Dearborn Chapters. Congratulations Jon! 

This is my last year as president. I will be
handing over the reins to Compatriot Harry
Reineke IV. Harry will do a fantastic job as
president. I will be the chapter vice president
for the next two years. I will not become a
stranger and I will help Harry with anything
he needs as president. At the Springfield
Board of Managers meetings, I was appointed
the Northern Region Vice President and

ILSSAR Color Guard Commander. This,
along with being ILSSAR Historian and
ILSSAR Flag Award Chair this will keep me
quite busy. 

I would like to thanks all my fellow compa-
triots in the chapter that made my term and a
half as president fun and enjoyable. I am so
grateful to have such a wonderful team.

We have some exciting chapter events com-
ing up in the next few months.

Revolutionary War Days at Cantigny
Park in Winfield will happen again this year
on Saturday September 10 from 9am to 2pm. 

Dozens of re-enactors from the North West
Territory Alliance bring the Revolutionary
War to life each year at Cantigny Park in
Wheaton. Its members show visitors how men
and women lived and fought during that for-
mative era. The NWTA is a not-for-profit
group that specializes in re-creating the life of
the Revolutionary War period.

Visitors to Cantigny on Saturday and
Sunday will be treated to battle reenactments,
artillery demonstrations and live music from
the time. 

Many of the re-enactors also camp on the
Cantigny grounds over the weekend, living the
way soldiers and their families would have in
the late 18th century. Visitors will be free to
walk through the camp. The Fox Valley
Chapter will have a recruitment table set up
this year at this event to help answer questions
and recruit new members.

Lineage societies at DuPage County
Historical Museum will gather Wednesday
September 21 from 6:30pm to 8:45pm. 

Please join us for a panel discussion on lin-
eage societies. Lineage societies participating
are Anan Harmon Chapter of NSDAR, Fox
Valley Chapter SAR, John Butler Chapter of
the National Society of the Daughters of the
Union of the Civil War. Join us for light
refreshments at 6:30pm.
Program starts at 7:00 pm

Ebenezer Collins Grave Marking
Ceremony will occur at the Lockport
Cemetery on Saturday October 1 from 1pm to
3pm. It will be hosted by the Louis Joliet
Chapter National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution. We will help dedicate
the marking of the grave of Ebenezer Collins,
a Revolutionary Patriot, and his Wife Anna
Stowe Collins. The cemetery is located at 528
Madison Street Lockport, A reception will fol-
low at the Gladys Fox Museum on Ninth
Street in Lockport Illinois.

Fox Valley Chapter Fall Banquet will be
held again at Ashbury’s in Bolingbrook on
October 30 from 5pm to 9pm. 

Our speaker will be Compatriot Alex
Atkinson who will be discussing and demon-
strating the Revolutionary War uniforms along
with tools and firearms of the period. We will
also have chapter awards, a silent auction.
Invitations will be mailed and emailed  soon. 

I hope to see you there!

A Message From The President 
by President Mike Campagnolo 

Mike Campagnolo

Fall 2016 Issue

Patriot honored in Lily Lake Members of the SAR, SUVCW, American Legion, Masons, other groups and dignitaries gathered
July 16 to dedicate a new memorial plaque honoring Patriot Abner Powers. See story inside.
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Perfect weather greets FV
members as they install Abner
Powers’ historical marker

FV Compatriot Daniel Smith takes his turn digging the sign’s hole.

Cement + water + levelling = accuracy for the plaque’s placement.
Daniel Smith, Chip Dawes, and Mike Campagnolo ensure it.

Fox Valley members
gathered at Lily Lake
Cemetery Saturday, July
16 to install the marker
in preparation for the
dedication ceremony.
The memorial plaque
was made by the Sewah
Studios Foundery in
Marietta, Ohio and took
about 8 weeks for deliv-
ery.

After the post is pronounced perfectly placed, the top
part of the plaque is hoisted into place. Then, it was 
decided to remove the plaque for safe keeping until the
dedication ceremony two weeks later. 

At right, following the installation, there was time for
the color guard to practice with a run-through of the
actual dedication.
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Revolutionary War Patriot
Abner Powers honored at
Lily Lake grave dedication

ILSSAR President Toby Chamberlain
addresses the audience.

Pictured with the new plaque are L-R: ILSSAR Grave Marking Chair Franz Herder, ILSSAR President Toby Chamberlain,
Kishwaukee Color Guardsman Richard Stabenow, Kishwaukee President Ray Beets, Fox Valley President Mike
Campagnolo, Northern Region Color Guard Commander Jon Fixmer, Fox Valley Secretary Kevin Alcott, Fox Valley
Webmasters Chip Dawes and Don Parish, Fox Valley Sargeant at Arms Daniel Smith, Nick Provenzano the Senior District
Rep of US Congressman Randy Haltgren and Fox Valley Registrar Ted Miller.

Above, FV Compatriot Ted
Miller lays a wreath at Abner
Powers’ grave. At left, Master of
Ceremonies Mike Campagnolo
addresses the crowd.

Members of the SAR
Color Guard, SUVCW,
and American Legion
bow their heads dur-
ing the Pledge of
Allegiance.

The SAR Color Guard
presents the colors
at the beginning of
the ceremony to
honor Patriot Abner
Powers and dedicate
a double sided
memorial sign in his
memory.

By Compatriot
Jon Fixmer

Fall of 1852 is when
Abner Powers, an aged
man of almost 92 years,
was laid to rest at the
Lily Lake Cemetery. At

that time, the Village of Lily
Lake was known as Canada
Corners. It was typical of most
small town farm communities
that dotted the Midwestern
landscape. 

What made Canada Corners
different from all the other little
farm towns was that on a cer-
tain autumn day in 1852, they
buried a man who fought for life
and liberty during the War for
Independence. That fact forever

Continued on next page.
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Ceremony draws
participants from
all over the state

Members of the Hamilton's Battery (Rev War re-enactors) fire a canon
salute, left. Above, Grave Marking Coordinator Franz Herder, left, Color
Guard Commander Jon Fixmer, 2nd left, FV President Mike
Campagnolo, second right, and ILSSAR President Toby Chamberlain,
right, make last minute plans for the ceremony.

Members of the Aurora & Fort Payne DAR
Chapters provided refreshments, above.
At left, DAR Regents Lynne Krantz
(Aurora),and Lynne DeConti (Fort
Payne),spoke during the ceremony.

The SAR color guard presents the colors by Abner Powers’ monument at Lily Lake cemetery.

made little Lily Lake extraordinary. 
For us here in the Midwest, having a grave

site of a Revolutionary War veteran is a pre-
cious commodity. We only have a handful of
such sites in northern Illinois and as such,
they need to be marked and protected.

Fifty years after his burial, Powers’ grave
had become neglected. His marker was bro-
ken into pieces and had become buried.
While attending a funeral at about this time
in February of 1901, a Mr. Lewis M. Gross
stumbled over part of Powers’ buried head-
stone. When he stooped down to investigate,
he discovered the stone pieces bore the
inscriptions of “1776” and “Soldier of the
Revolution”. He was stunned to learn that a
veteran of the Revolutionary War was lying
before him in an unmarked grave. 

Taking it upon himself to rectify this, he
and a number of associates formed a commit-
tee whose stated goal was to raise enough
money to purchase a new headstone. So
much money poured in from the local com-
munities that they were able to buy and trans-
port a fully carved, 30 foot tall granite obelisk
from Powers’ home state of Vermont.

When they unveiled the monument at a
special dedication ceremony on the 4th of
July in 1902, local newspapers reported that
as many as 30,000 people were in attendance.
The news went out over the wire and was
published in newspapers across the country.
From Brooklyn, New York, to Albuquerque,
New Mexico, to Portland, Oregon and all
points in between. Buoyed by the ‘Spirit of 76’
something extraordinary happened again in
Lily Lake. 

Time passed, and the memory of that glo-

rious summer day faded. The obelisk still
stood as true and unblemished as it did when
it was erected, but visitors to the little ceme-
tery were left to wonder about the man buried
there. There wasn’t much to go on besides a
carved name and the events he participated in
during the war. 

Feeling the pull of history, one hundred
and fourteen years later, the Fox Valley
Chapter decided to finish what their predeces-
sors started and properly tell his story. A biog-
raphy was prepared and the text was cast into
a double faced sign which was erected and

Continued on next page.
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After driving up from Springfield, ILSSAR
President Toby Chamberlain, left, chats with Fox
Valley President Mike Campagnolo. 

A bean field provides a quiet audience for the bagpiper’s warmup routine.

Fox Valley Compatriot Ted Miller, right, prepares a display of back-
ground information on Abner Powers before the ceremony while
Compatriots Don Parrish, left, and Chip Dawes, center, watch.

Don Wesner,  a
member of
AmVets Post
202 provided
music on his
harmonica
before the cere-
mony as well as
helping out with
Taps during the
ceremony. He is
a Marine who
served in Korea
and was voted
AmVet of the
Year in 2014. 

Rural location provides peaceful resting
place for locally honored Patriot

installed near the entrance of the cemetery.
Enlisting at the tender age of fifteen,

Powers’ military career spanned some of the
most significant and influential events of the
war. From the victories at the Battle of
Bennington and the Saratoga Campaign, to
the depravation of Valley Forge and eventual-
ly, the penultimate victory at Yorktown,
Powers served in all of them. 

On Saturday, July 30, the Fox Valley
Chapter produced a well-attended dedication
ceremony to once again honor Abner Powers’
extraordinary service as a young man during
the Revolution. While it didn’t rise to the level
of the previous ceremony in 1902, it was mem-
orable nonetheless.

A grand processional kicked off the event
in which upwards of 50 people marched. It
was led by a bagpiper and a combined Color
Guard unit of 21 strong. Among them were
members of the Northern Illinois District SAR
Color Guard, Elgin American Legion and
AmVets Posts, Sons of the Union Veterans of
the Civil War and Hamilton’s Artillery. 

Once the processional and the posting of
the colors were completed, the combined
Color Guard units marched to their posts and

in a show of honor, remained at attention dur-
ing the ceremony. Across from them in line,
and also at attention, were members of the
Masonic fraternity. Powers was a Mason and
even though 164 four years had passed since
he died, a good number of that fraternal
brotherhood still turned out to show their
respect.

There was a full slate of guest speakers
including Toby Chamberlain, the Illinois State
SAR President; Robert Pritchard, Illinois State
Representative from the 70th District; Franz
Herder, Illinois State SAR Grave Marking
Chairman; Tom Grisham, Past Master of
Unity Masonic Lodge #48, Jerry Kowalski,
SUVCW; Lynne Krantz and Lynne DeConti,
Regents of the Aurora and Fort Payne DAR
Chapters; John Knewitz, Lily Lake Cemetery
Association; and Nick Provenzano, a represen-
tative of US Congressman Randy Hultgren. 

The Master of Ceremonies duties were per-
formed by Fox Valley Chapter President Mike
Campagnolo. He was assisted by Fox Valley
Chapter members Harry Reineke IV, (Pledge
of Allegiance and Invocation); Ted Miller
(Sons of the American Revolution Pledge and
Laying of the Wreath); Kevin Alcott (Reading

of the Sign); Chip Dawes (SAR Recessional)
and Jon Fixmer (Captain of Combined Color
Guard).

One of the event’s signature moments was
the special performance of Echo Taps by two
veterans in attendance. It was performed by a
bugler accompanied by a harmonica player
from AmVets post 202. This unique pairing of
instruments created an incredibly memorable
sound that was as hauntingly beautiful as it
was sorrowful.

The other signature moment happened
during the bagpipe rendition of Amazing
Grace, which was performed right after the
American Legion rifle salute and Hamilton’s
Artillery cannon shot. The bagpiper began
playing while being wreathed in a white, misty
cloud of black powder smoke. After a time, he
stepped from the smoke as the sun burst forth
from the clouds. Quite a poetic and extraordi-
nary way to draw the ceremony to a close. 

Memories fade but monuments and mark-
ers are made to stand the test of time.
Hopefully, Abner Powers will now not soon be
forgotten.
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Rally round the
grill boys!
By Compatriot
Jon Fixmer

The Fox Valley Chapter kicked off its first
Grill and Drill event Saturday afternoon, June
25 at the historic Langum Park in Geneva.
Even though it was a first time event, it was
very well received and attended by a number
of compatriots from across the Northern
Illinois District.

The event was hosted by the Fox Valley
Color Guard and featured a grilled hot dog
lunch, musket handling instruction, drills and
some basic marching practice. Even though
the weather was a little warm, it didn’t temper
anyone’s enthusiasm for good stories and con-
versation about the American Revolution. If
anything, battling the elements brought out
even more camaraderie amongst the group.

For many of those in attendance, it was
their first time handling a musket and by the

end of the day, were well on their way to
becoming proficient in its use. 

“Keep it straight, Shakey!” The same could

be said for the parade marching, but by the
end of the session, everyone was stepping off
together and staying in line. Quite an accom-
plishment for one afternoon’s work.

The plan is to have another Grill and Drill
later this year, as well as bring it back for next
year. These events will be open to anyone who
wants to come out and join in the cama-
raderie.

The objective is to have fun and enjoy each
other’s company. Not only are we building
confidence in ourselves and each other, we are
gaining more insight into the lives of our patri-
ot ancestors.

For more information, contact Jon Fixmer,
Color Guard Commander, Northern Illinois
District.

Compatriots stoke up on tasty energy before heading out for the drills.

Color Guard
members
from left are,
Ray beets,
Chip Dawes,
Mike
Campagnolo,
Harry
Reineke IV,
Don Parrish,
Alex
Atkinson,
Jon Fixmer. 

President
Mike Campagnolo

fvsarpresident@yahoo.com

Vice President
Rod Herbig

scout1947@comcast.net

Secretary
Harry Reineke IV
foxsarsec@gmail.com

Treasurer
Eric Ingersoll

ewingersoll8@yahoo.com

Registrar
Ted Miller

foxsarregistrar@gmail.com

Chapter Officers
Historian

Mike Campagnolo
mcampagnolo55@gmail.com

Webmaster
Don Parrish

parrish@prodigy.net

Chaplain
Robert Baird

vrbaird@sbcglobal.net

Member at Large
Dale Bottom

d.bottom@comcast.net

Member at Large
Scott Sanders

w9run1776@gmail.com

Member at Large
Charles Sener

csener@sbcglobal.net

Color Guard
Mike Campagnolo

fvsarpresident@yahoo.com

Sergeant at Arms
Daniel Smith

uofminngrad01@gmail.com
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By ILSSAR President Toby Chamberlain
Initiated by PG Brock two years ago, and

continued under PG Lawrence last year, the
Patriot Biographies Program is a continuing
program for 2016-2017 during PG Tomme’s
term in office.

I am asking for your assistance to get the
word out to your State Society and/or
Chapters in order to encourage your member-
ship to embrace this important program.

At this time, 4,358 biographical sketches
have been loaded to the Patriot and Grave
Index. Submissions for biographical sketches
should be forwarded to patriotbios@sar.org.
Please help us spread the word. With your
help we will continue to expand the database
to build the best data source that we
can. Please note, there is no defined format
for your submission. We ask that the informa-
tion be between 200 - 500 words and be sent
in a Microsoft WORD-compatible format.
There is no need for documentation refer-
ences. 

As noted on the database, it is the sole
responsibility of the author to research the
facts and data contained in the submission.
Citing sources is not required. The sketch can-
not be used for proof of lineage. It can, how-
ever, serve as a guide for the continuation of
research. 

The Patriot Ancestor Database is one way
you can honor your ancestor for perpetuity.
For those Chapters/State Societies presented a
streamer during 2014 - 2015 or 2015 - 2016, a
star will be presented for each additional 20%

achievement. This star will be affixed to the
Streamer. For clarification on how the
achievement levels are calculated: Example A
chapter has obtained a 12% submission rate. If
they hit a total of 20% during the current year,
they will be presented a streamer. Stars will be
presented at each additional 20% level - 40% -
1 Star; 60% - 2 Stars; 80% - 3 Stars, etc. For
the member counts, we will use the December
31, 2016 membership that have paid their
2017 dues. National Headquarters will provide
this information as they did last year. 

All streamers and stars will be presented at
the 2017 National Congress in Knoxville. We
do have a method to identify the listing of all
the patriot biographies that have been entered
into the database. We have established a
Patriot named Index - #P-334038 within the
Patriot and Grave Index. We have expanded
the Index to alphabetize by state of service for
the patriots. Hopefully, this will enable a more
specific search when looking for a biography
entry. In order to access the database:

1. Enter the Patriot and Grave Index
( http://patriot.sar.org/fmi/iwp/cgi?-
db=Grave%20Registry&-loadframes ) and
input “Index” in the box labeled Full or
Partial Surname and then click the SEARCH
box.

2. Patriot Index with Ancestor # P-334038
will come up. Click on the "Read Biography”
box in the lower left corner of the page to
access the listing of biographies in the
database.

Wanted! Your Patriot Ancestor--

– Upcoming Events –

Send in your Patriot Ancestor’s Biography 
for the SAR Patriot and Grave index

The Fox Valley Chapter SAR will serve
as the Color Guard for the marking of
Ebenezer Collins’ grave in Lockport Illinois.
Organizing the event is the Louis Joliet
Chapter NSDAR. It will take place at the
Lockport Cemetery on October 1st at 1pm.
For those attending, the Cemetery is small
and you will see a canopy setup at the
grave-site of Ebenezer. 

Here is is the official invitation.

We’re invited!


