
State Society & Chapter Updates, Upcoming Events 

Revolutionary War Revolutionary War Revolutionary War 
ReReRe---EnactmentEnactmentEnactment   

Once again, the chapter 
will conduct an informal 
gathering at Cantigny 
Park in Winfield on Sep-
tember 13 for the annual 
encampment and battle. 

We’ll have an informal 
picnic beginning at noon 
and ending at 1PM. To 
find the Fox Valley SAR 
compatriots take the left 
(north) parking lot and 
drive to the end (east). 
We will have a picnic 
table with the SAR flags. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.foxsar.org 

ILSSAR August BOM ILSSAR August BOM ILSSAR August BOM 
MeetingMeetingMeeting 

The August Board of Man-
agers meeting will be Au-
gust 9, 2008 at The State 
House Inn 101 E. Adams 
St. Springfield..  All ILS-
SAR members in good 
standing are encouraged 
to attend. 

Come on Friday evening 
for the traditional “Dutch 
Treat” dinner and enjoy 
camaraderie with fellow 
SAR members.  

See the website for more 
details at www.foxsar.org. 

Fall Dinner MeetingFall Dinner Meeting   

The Fall Dinner Meeting 
will be held on Sunday, 
October 26th at the Omega 
Restaurant in Warrenville. 

The social hour will begin 
at 5 PM. 

An informational brochure 
and invitation will be 
mailed to all members and 
associates in early to mid-
September. 

Check the chapter web 
page at www.foxsar.org 
for more details on this 
and other activities.  

Medal PresentedMedal PresentedMedal Presented   
Chapter VP Bruce Talbot was pre-
sented with the Bronze Good Citi-
zenship Award at the Spring Din-
ner.  Compatriot Talbot was rec-
ognized for his efforts on behalf 
of our chapter.  
 

Bruce is also the chapter’s Law 
Enforcement Award Committee 
Chairman.  As a retired Boling-
brook police sergeant, he is a 
natural fit for the job, and has a 
passion to see deserving law en-
forcement officers honored for 
their activities within their official 
duties, but also for their commu-
nity activities. 
 

Compatriot Talbot assembles and 
prepares all of the PowerPoint 
presentations used at the chapter 
meetings. 
 

Bruce also is the ILSSAR Commit-
tee Chairman for the R.O.T.C. 
Awards.   
 

It was during Bruce’s tenure as 
chapter secretary that he initiated 
the process by which chapter 
members could make direct dona-
tions to the chapter activity of 
their choice. 
 

It through this donation program 
that the chapter has been able to 
significantly expand a number of 
it’s activities and take on func-
tions that previously lacked suffi-
cient funds. 
 

Compatriot Talbot is always will-
ing to take on any job that will 
advance the SAR, and he is a val-
ued and appreciated asset & 
chapter officer. 
 

Thank you Bruce for all your hard 
work! 

Dues ChangesDues Changes  

At the annual business 
meeting in May the Board 
of Managers voted to alter 
ILSSAR’s operations from 
a fiscal to calendar year.  
This means Fox Valley will 
need to alter it’s dues cycle 
to coincide with ILSSAR’s. 

Dues for 2009 will be pay-
able in Dec-Jan instead of 
Mar-Apr as in the past. 

More information will be 
provided to our members 
as the chapter board of 
managers determines how 
to best implement this 
change. 

Chapter Officer’s E-Mail Contacts 
Mike Johnston: 

michaeljohnston1@comcast.netDon 
Bruce Talbot: 

BruceRTalbot@AOL.Com 
Michael McMeins: 

mjmcmeins@worldnet.att.net 
David Bailey: dcbaileysr@comcast.net 

Chuck Sener: cj@csener.com  
Don Parrish: parrish@prodigy.net 

Bob Baird: 
V.Robert.Baird@US.UL.Com 

Ron Smith: 
rsmith2@wideopenwest.Com 

Dale Bottom: D.Bottom@Comcast.net 
Ron Sherman: 

rsherman13@sbcglobal.net 

Mike Johnston & Bruce Talbot 
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New Stones & Bronze Historical 
Marker Dedicated at Big Woods 

Cemetery in Aurora 

Revolutionary War Patriot Israel Putnam 
Warner was honored with a grave mark-
ing ceremony on Saturday May 31st at 
the Big Woods Cemetery on Eola Road 
in Aurora. 

The event was the culmination of almost 
a year of planning by an ad hoc commit-
tee consisting of the Fox Valley SAR, the 
Naperville Heritage Society, the Fox Val-
ley Genealogical Society, the Big Woods 
Church, the Northwest Territory Alli-
ance, the City of Aurora, The Marmion 
Neighborhood Association, and the Fort 
Payne DAR. 

The committee generated revenues from 
donations to repair the headstones, pur-
chased replacement stones and a com-
memorative plaque.  Discovery of the 
original headstones was made by Don 
Parrish, past president of the Fox Valley 
Chapter.  Don's search began with an 
inquiry from the Fort Payne Chapter, 
DAR on behalf of Warner descendant, 
Rebecca Hougher of Iowa. 

An estimated 300 people attended the 
event, including the mayors of Aurora 
and Warrenville.  A large contingent of 
groups participated as well, including 
the ILSSAR Color Guard, The American 
Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
the Civil War re-enactor group of the 
Illinois 13th Infantry Regiment, and the 
Northwest Territory Alliance. 

The purpose of the gathering was to 
honor the service and life of Israel Put-

nam Warner.  Israel was born in Ben-
nington Vermont on May 27, 1768.  the 
son of Seth Warner, frontiersman and co-
founder of the Green Mountain Boys, the 
Vermont Militia group organized prior 
to the Revolutionary War.   

Israel enlisted with the Green Mountain 
Boys in 1777 when he was nine years old 
and served through the duration of the 
war.  His service as a private included 
carrying important messages during the 
famous Battle of Bennington.  Israel was 
discharged in 1783 and returned home to 
care for his mother and family after the 
untimely death of his father.  In 1853 he 
moved to the Illinois with his daughter 
and her family.  Israel lived to see his 
grandsons, William J. and Israel W. Ken-
yon enlist in the Civil War.  Israel died 
on January 21, 1862.  His grandsons, who 
died as result of their service during the 
Civil War, are buried alongside him in 
the Big Woods Cemetery.  
The curbside leading to Big Woods 
Church and Cemetery was decorated 
with a patriotic display of flags that con-
tinued impressively throughout the bur-
ial grounds.  Several groups were 
dressed in Revolutionary and Civil War 
period uniforms.  The scenery could 
leave little doubt in the minds of pas-
serby's that something very special was 
taking place that afternoon.  The wishes 
of the event organizers may have been 
granted to the extent that the weather 
was perfect.   The sun was shining, the 
sky was the bluest of blue and the flags 
were provided generous gusts of steady 
breath of spring air.  (cont on page 2) 
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Country was relived in sight, 
sound and spirit.  A lost Patriot 
was found, honored and his deeds 
remembered.  A descendent family 
came home to walk on the very 
ground that their long past grand-
father's walked and toiled upon.  
The researchers, speakers, re-
enactors and all contributors were 
given opportunity to express their 
patriotism in a very special way.  
Everyone that visited Big Woods 
Cemetery on May 31, 2008 left that 
day with very special memories of 
“A Legacy of Patriotism,” and a 
clear definition of the value of our 
freedom. 
 
Article contributed by Michael McMeins 

ers from the stones.  Warner de-
scendants, Rebecca Hougher and 
son, Zeb Buckley placed a wreath 
at Israel's grave.  A most touching 
scene was the Commander of the 
Northwest Territory Alliance plac-
ing a folded Green Mountain Boys 
flag into the hands of Ms. 
Hougher.  The ceremony con-
cluded with a musket salute from 
the Northwest Territory Alliance, 
the Illinois Volunteers and the 
VFW troops. 

This concluded what may be 
thought of as the perfect cere-
mony.  For a few moments that 
afternoon, the history of our great 
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Adding to the pleasant weather 
and patriotic display were the me-
lodic sounds and cadence from a 
colonial fife and drum unit. 

The ceremony commenced at 3:00 
p.m. with a procession of re-
enactors; The River Valley Colonial 
Fifes and Drums unit, the North-
west Territory Alliance, 10th, 13th, 
36th and 104 th Illinois Volunteer 
Regiments, Naperville VFW, 
United States Army Color Guard, 
Boy Scout Troop 849, Girl Scout 
Troop 640 and the ILSSAR Color 
Guard.  There were about sixty 
participants in uniform.  The train 
of the procession spanned the 
length of the burial grounds, the 
length of a football field.   

The ILSSAR Color Guard was rep-
resented by Don Parrish, Ron 
Smith, Joe Smith, Michael 
McMeins, Karl Reed, Franz 
Herder, Bill Dawkins and David 
Ashbrook. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was re-
cited by John Reynolds, Jr., por-
traying the young Israel Warner.  
Invocation was lead by Rev. Karl 
V. Kraemer of the Big Woods Con-
gregational Church.  There were 
several guest speakers who spoke 
to the history of the Warner family.  
Lt. Col. John W. Amberg II offered 
a compelling perspective in his 
speech, “Freedom To Do Right.”  
Megan Novac, Girl Scout Gold 
Award recipient delivered the in-
spirat ional  poem ent i t led,  
“Freedom Is Not Free.” 

The assembly regrouped near the 
headstones of Israel and his family 
to witness the unveiling of the new 
stones.  The Girl Scout and Boy 
Scout troops were called to the 
front line to remove the cloth cov-

Fox Valley & ILSSAR Color Guard 

Israel Warner’s New Grave Marker The Warner Family Burial Plot 

Fox Valley Chapter Spring Dinner Activities  

Three New Chapter Members Three New Chapter Members Three New Chapter Members 
WelcomedWelcomedWelcomed 

Three new Fox Valley Members 
were welcomed and sworn in at 
the Spring Dinner Meeting.  Our 
newest compatriots, in order of 
date of admission, are: 

John Recktenwall, Dale Hatter, and 
Ron Sherman. 

Chapter Registrar Mike Johnston 
swore in the new members and 
presented them with their mem-
bership certificates.  Their rosettes 
were pinned to their lapels by ILS-
SAR Sr. VP. J. Gordon Bidner.  

 Compatriot Recktenwall drove in 
from Elizabeth, IL to attend the 
dinner meeting.  Compatriot Hat-
ter resides in Huntley, while com-
patriot Sherman resides in Gil-
berts. 

All three of the new members were 
accompanied by their wives. 

A warm welcome to all three of 
our newest members!   

It is hoped that each will be an ac-
tive member of the chapter. 

“finish the mission” by the Ameri-
can People. 

A lively and informative question 
and answer session followed Colo-
nel Amberg’s talk.  Pictured below 
is a photo of Lt. Col. Amberg and 
Don Parrish. 
 

Fox Valley Chapter Constitu-Fox Valley Chapter Constitu-Fox Valley Chapter Constitu-
tion & Bytion & Bytion & By---Laws ChangedLaws ChangedLaws Changed   

Three proposed changes were pre-
sented at the April Dinner to alter 
the chapter Constitution & By-
Laws. 

Each proposed change was pre-
sented and voted on in turn after a 
motion and second had been 
made.  These changes are: 

1) Reinstitute the office of Chap-
lain. 

2) Establish a new office of Web-
master, and 

3) Alter dates & number of meet-
ings, and elections of officers to 
reflect current chapter conditions. 

All three amendments were ap-
proved with no “nay” votes cast. 

These approved changes are re-
flected in the updates which can be 
found on the Officers page of the 
c h a p t e r  w e b p a g e  a t  
www.foxsar.org. 
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Lt. Col. John “Jack” Amberg Lt. Col. John “Jack” Amberg Lt. Col. John “Jack” Amberg 
Guest Speaker for Dinner Guest Speaker for Dinner Guest Speaker for Dinner 

MeetingMeetingMeeting   
The Fox Valley’s guest speaker for 
the Spring Dinner was Lt. Col. 
John Amberg, USA.  Colonel Am-
berg’s presentation was entitled: 
Insurgency and the War on Terror-
ism; Perspectives for Responsible Citi-
zens. 

Colonel Amberg’s talk centered 
around the actual progress made 
in Iraq and Afghanistan in com-
parison to the media’s perception. 

Colonel Amberg drew compari-
sons to the advances made in Iraq 
in 5 years and the time period it 
took the United States to make 
similar progress.   

An example given was the time 
period it took for the U.S. Constitu-
tion to be written and ratified.  
And then how a Civil War was 
fought 80 years later to rectify is-
sues left undone by the constitu-
tion.   

He then drew a parallel to the vot-
ing rights now enjoyed by all 
Iraqis, and of how it was not until 
1965 that the United States made 
the same guarantee through the 
Voting Rights Act, almost 200 
years after the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the Bill of Rights. 

Colonel Amberg’s point was that 
even though large segments of the 
media point only to bad news in 
Iraq and paint a grim picture of the 
USA’s involvement, genuine and 
steady progress has been made, 
and can continue to be made if the 
Armed Forces are allowed to 

L-R: Ron Sherman, Mike Johnston, 
Dale Hatter, John Recktenwall, & J. 
Gordon Bidner. 



New Chapter Officers Sworn in for 2008-2010 Term 

of the ILSSAR board of 
managers.  President 
Bidner also referred to 
the Fox Valley chapter as 
one of the best in the 
state. 
 

The Fox Valley officers 
for this two-year term 
are:  
Mike Johnston, President 
& Registrar; Bruce Talbot, 
VP; Michael McMeins, 
Secretary; David Bailey, 

The Fox Valley Chapter 
officers for the 2008-10 
term of office were sworn 
in at the Spring Dinner 
meeting on April 27th.   
 

The ceremony was offici-
ated by ILSSAR President 
J. Gordon Bidner, who at 
the time was the ILSSAR 
Sr. VP & Chaplain.   
 

President Bidner stressed 
to the new officers their 

responsibility to the 
chapter’s members, the 
state society and the SAR 
in general. 
 

President Bidner also 
noted the strong presence 
of the Fox Valley mem-
bers that are also mem-
bers of the state society 
board of managers.  
Seven of ten of the Fox 
Valley’s officers  are also 
members and/or officers 

Eagle Scout Award presented at Spring Dinner Meeting 
The Fox Valley Chapter made its 
annual Eagle Scout Award presen-
tation on the 27th.  This year’s se-
lection was Jeffery Stiemle. 

Jeffery passed his Eagle Scout 
Board of Review on February 22, 
2006, and is an active member in 
Troop 510 of the Three Fires Coun-
cil .  He has been active in Scouting 
for 12 years and has participated in 
a number of scouting activities 
such as Jamborees, Order of the 
Arrow etc.. 

He is the holder of 49 merit Badges 
including American Heritage, Ge-
nealogy & Law. 

His community activities include 
the Naperville Park District, the 
Naperville Lions Club, Chicago 
Breast Cancer Walk, and COACH 
House.   

His extracurricular school activi-
ties include the Bowling Club, Re-
cycling Club, Spanish Club, and 
the Science Alliance. 

Jeffery is also a member of the Na-
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Treasurer; Don Parrish, 
Webmaster; Chuck Sener, 
Sgt-at-Arms; Bob Baird, 
Chaplain; Ron Smith, 
Historian; Dale Bottom, 
Member-at-Large; Ron 
Sherman, Member-at-
Large. 
 

It is hoped the chapter’s 
full membership will 
lend their support and 
assistance to the new offi-
cers. 

tional Honor Society, and the Na-
tional Foreign Language Honor 
Society. 

Pictured below is Jeffery with his 
parents Susan & David. 

2008-10 Officers, L-R: Ron Smith, Don Parrish, David Bailey, Dale Bottom, Michael McMeins, Mike Johnston, Bruce Tal-
bot, Chuck Sener, Bob Baird.  New Member-at-Large Ron Sherman not pictured . 
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Photos of May 31st Grave Marking  


